Eagle Scout Project
1. Research buffelgrass:  Why is it a problem?  How did it get here?  What are people doing about it?  Are there any controversies surrounding it/ interesting facts?  *This info. will be used to prepare a short talk for your volunteers prior to the main event.











2. Learn to ID buffelgrass & differentiate it from native grasses.  *You will be in charge of training your volunteers in plant ID.







3. Organize ALL aspects of a volunteer buffelgrass pull:
· Recruit volunteers
· Set date, time & meeting place for the event (either district of the Park is possible for the project location)
· Gather all equipment necessary for the event (NPS will provide equipment)
· Arrange transportation (dependant on location)
· Compose a safety talk to deliver before the pull (wildlife, tool safety, heat, hiking safety, etc.)
· Navigate to buffelgrass site using GPS technology (NPS can issue a GPS unit and instruction manual.  You will be responsible for training yourself on the proper use)
· PULL!  This is the most labor intensive of all the components of your project.  I will provide you with the coordinates of the patch we would like your group to remove.  You will hike up to 1 mile off trail to this patch and then remove the grass using hand tools.  
*You should be in contact with me throughout this process to ensure that you are on the right track with all your planning and presentation materials.  It is required that you attend one of the park’s monthly buffelgrass pulls in order to see what will be expected of you.  We work on the second Saturday of the month.  We will be starting at 6am in August, or 7am in September and October, meeting at the east district visitor center.  Another group that pulls buffelgrass on the west side of Tucson is the Sonoran Desert Weedwackers.  Attending one of their events would also be suitable. 

* NPS staff member(s) will accompany the group to ensure safety and work quality. 
