
Salix arizonica ARIZONA WILLOW

Salicaceae (Willow Family)

Phenology:  flowers May to June; plants reproduce vegetatively, making 
it difficult to determine if sexual reproduction is occurring.  

Management Responsibility:  USFS (Apache-Sitgreaves NF), White 
Mountain Apache Tribe.

Notes:  population trends have been improving as a result of more 
conservation-oriented management practices; a conservation strategy, 
assessment and agreement is being implemented.  Under stressed 
habitat conditions often has a rust disease outbreak in clonal population.

References:  Dorn, 1976 and 1975.  Hartman and Nelson, 1998.

Woody shrub to 2.6 m tall

stems red to 
yellow brown, 
becoming 
glabrous but 
remaining 
pilose at nodes

young leaves glabrous 
or pilose, mature black 
elliptic, 20-50 mm long, 
10-31 mm wide, lower 
surface non-glaucous, 
upper surface shiny, 
leaf margins flat, 
glandular-dotted to 
serrulate, acute 
apex

staminate flowers in densely 
flowered catkins, 5-15 mm long; 
pistillate flowers in catkins 11-40 
mm long, ovaries glabrous
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Habitat:  species 
occurs in high 

elevation wetland 
areas (primarily 
streamside and 

cienega), 8,500-
10,000 ft (2800-

3300 m) elevation.

Range:  White Mountains; also 
found in New Mexico and Utah.
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Salix arizonica


