
Senecio huachucanus HUACHUCA GROUNDSEL

Asteraceae (Sunflower Family)

Phenology:  flowers and sets fruit in September and October.

Management Responsibility:  USFS (Coronado NF).

Synonym: Senecio multidentatus Schultz-Bip. ex Hemsl. var. 
huachucanus (Gray) T.M. Barkley.

Notes:  populations in the Santa Ritas and Huachucas monitored 
regularly since 1991.  Population trend is stable, with both populations 
exhibiting high reproduction and recruitment.  New population discovered 
in the Chiricahuas (1997).

References:  Sidd, 1999. AGFD, 1998jj.  Barkley, 1978.  Gray, 1883.  
Toolin, 1982a.  Monitoring information on file in Coronado NF.  

Herbaceous perennial 
60-80 cm tall with 
branching stem

large (10-20 cm), 
alternate, glabrous, 
lanceolate lower leaves 
with dentate margins

upper leaves reduced in 
size, becoming sessile, 
clasping at the base

flowering heads 
cylindrical

phyllaries black-
tipped

ray and disk 
flowers yellow



Habitat:  moist loam 
soils associated 
with granite rock 

outcroppings and/or 
stabilized talus. Usually 

found on north-facing 
shaded slopes at 

elevations of 7,000-
9,500 ft (2100-3000 m).  

Associated overstory 
species are:  ponderosa 

pine, douglas fir, 
quaking aspen and 

gambel’s oak.

Range:  Huachuca Mountains, 
Chiricahua Mountains, and Santa 
Rita Mountains; also found in 
Sonora, Mexico.
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