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HAPPENINGS 
The Quarterly Newsletter of the Arizona Native Plant Society 

Our mission is to promote knowledge, appreciation, conservation  
and restoration of Arizona’s native plants and their habitats 

Join Any Chapter E-List 
The best way to keep up with the latest AZNPS events is to join the chapter e-list, which notifies members 
about meetings, events, conferences, field trips, workshops, and volunteer opportunities in the area. Don’t 
forget to keep us updated on e-mail address changes. To be added to any chapter e-list, send your name and e-
mail address to:

Cochise Chapter: Doug Ripley jdougripley@gmail.com

Flagstaff Chapter: Susan Holiday naris123@cs.com

Phoenix Chapter: Kara Barron aznpsphoenix@gmail.com

Prescott Chapter: Vacant

Santa Cruz Chapter: Francesca Claverie Santacruz.aznps@gmail.com

Tucson Chapter: Jessie Byrd jessie_byrd@hotmail.com

Yuma Chapter: Valerie Morrill bebbia@hotmail.com

http://WWW.AZNATIVEPLANTSOCIETY.ORG
mailto:jdougripley@gmail.com
mailto:naris123@cs.com
mailto:jessie_byrd@hotmail.com
mailto:aznpsyuma@yahoo.com
mailto:jdougripley@gmail.com
mailto:naris123@cs.com
mailto:jessie_byrd@hotmail.com
mailto:aznpsyuma@yahoo.com
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Cochise Chapter 
We have monthly programs on the third Friday of each month from 
September through May at 5:00 PM in the Cochise County Community 
Development Office conference room, 4001 Foothills Dr. (corner of Highway 
92 and E. Foothills Drive), Sierra Vista.  The chapter has established a Facebook 
website (http://www.facebook.com/AZNPSCochise) where much useful 
information about the chapter and its members is posted. 

Chapter News

Chapter Offices 

President: Douglas Ripley (jdougripley@gmail.com); Vice President: Elliott Hendricks 
(emhndrks@yahoo.com); Secretary: Deann Sanner (longeyesone@gmail.com); Treasurer: Pat Sullivan

2019 Arizona Botany Meeting 

Save the Dates: August 31 - September 1 

Please plan to attend the 16th Arizona Botany 
Meeting on August 31 – September 1 at the Eastern 
Arizona College in Thatcher, Graham County, Arizona. A 
general botanical theme will be offered that will allow for 
presentations on a wide range of botanical subjects, both 
regional to SE Arizona and of wider application.

The conference will include presented papers and posters 
on August 31, followed by an optional dinner. On Sunday, 
September 1, several field trips will be offered to several 
local areas of botanical interest and beauty.

Please see the Arizona Native Plant Society website (aznps.com) for more details and registration 
information.

http://www.facebook.com/AZNPSCochise
http://www.facebook.com/AZNPSCochise
mailto:jdougripley@gmail.com
mailto:jdougripley@gmail.com
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Friday, April 19: Colleen Luliucci, Development 
Coordinator, Arizona Land and Water Trust. The Arizona 
Land and Water Trust: Its Mission, Organization, and 
Accomplishments

The Arizona Land and Water Trust has been a trusted partner to ranchers and 
farmers of Southern Arizona for 40 years. The Trust achieves its mission to protect 
land and water by working with private landowners who are interested in 
voluntarily conserving their lands. The Trust also works with public entities to 
develop local and community conservation plans and goals, and often serves as a 
bridge between public entities and private landowners. The Trust is one of 
numerous conservation organizations qualified by state and federal regulations to 
accept conservation easements and charitable contributions.

The Trust protects Southern Arizona’s desert rivers, streams and rural agriculture 
by entering into incentive-driven agreements that benefit river and riparian 
systems as well as the farmers and ranchers that rely upon those water resources. 
The Trust brings together diverse partnerships, successfully leveraging multiple 
resources and interests, to implement landscape level conservation. 

Colleen will explain the mission and organization of the Arizona Land and Water 
Trust and outline their many conservation accomplishments in Southern Arizona.

Friday, March 15: Meeting cancelled

The San Pedro River
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Friday, May 17: Allegra Mount, Seed Lab Manager, Native Pant 
Materials Program, Borderlands Restoration Network. The 
Borderlands Restoration Native Plant Materials Program: International 
Collaborations and Propagation Work

The Borderlands Restoration Network is both an independent public charity and a collaborative of 
multiple organizations that are working to build a regional restoration-based economy in which diverse, 
fulfilling livelihoods support the restoration of thriving natural ecosystems and build prosperous, vibrant, 
healthy communities in the US-Mexico borderlands. The Borderlands Restoration Native Plant Network 
Seed manager Allegra Mount will speak on the Borderlands Restoration Native Plant Materials Program, 
with emphasis on their agave for bats work and international partnerships. The mission of the program is 
to promote biodiversity by providing individuals, communities, and land managers access to restoration-
quality plant materials and guidance for their effective use. The program includes the BR Seed Lab (seed 
storage and processing facility) and the BR Native Plant Nursery (a plant and seed propagation/
production facility). Both facilities are currently associated with a collaborative partnership, the Madrean 
Archipelago Plant Propagation (MAPP) Initiative, a regional partnership with the ultimate goal of 
increasing the availability of native plant material with locally adapted genetics through inquiry-based 
collection, propagation, and restoration practices. 
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Regular evening programs are presented on the third Tuesday of the month, 
March through October, at 7:00 PM. These take place at Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church, 1601 North San Francisco St. Monthly field trips are 
usually on the following weekend, and are announced via e-mail and the Arizona 
Daily Sun. These events are free and open to the public. Unless otherwise 
announced, meet for carpooling to field trips at 8:30 a.m., at the OneAZ Credit 
Union parking lot at the southwest corner of Beaver and Butler. Bring sun and/or 
rain protection, water, snacks, lunch, and a car or gas money for carpooling. For 
more information, email Barbara Phillips at bagphillips@yahoo.com or call her at 
(928) 853-3355. The Chapter has established a Facebook website (http://
www.facebook.com/AZNPSFlagstaff) where much useful information about the 
chapter and its members is posted.

Tuesday, March 19: Gwen Waring. The Natural History 
of the San Francisco Peaks

Gwendolyn Waring will talk about her new book on the natural history of the 
San Francisco Peaks, which launched in late 2018. This comprehensive book 
spans the building of this marvelous landscape and the many plants and animals 
that managed to find it and stay through the wild climates of the Pleistocene and 
Holocene. Waring will focus on the plants of the mountain and many of their 
incredible stories. This book and Waring's earlier book, a larger look at the 
natural history of the Great Basin and the Colorado Plateau, will be available for 
sale. 

Tuesday, April 16: Sara Souther. Conservation of Plants 
Traditionally Used by Arizonan tribes

Learn how to help the Forest Service identify culturally important plants used by 
Arizonan Tribes on the Four Forest Restoration Project area! Sara Souther, an 
Assistant Research Professor in the Landscape Conservation Institute at 
Northern Arizona University, will introduce the Tribal Nations Botanical 
Research Collaborative and detail ways that botany enthusiasts can support this 
important project. She will also introduce her research on the conservation of 
native plants, which focuses incorporating climate change preparedness into 
current management and restoration strategies.

Tuesday, May 21: TBD 

Flagstaff Chapter

mailto:bagphillips@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/AZNPSFlagstaff
http://www.facebook.com/AZNPSFlagstaff
mailto:bagphillips@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/AZNPSFlagstaff
http://www.facebook.com/AZNPSFlagstaff
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Phoenix Chapter

This season we will have meetings or other events each month from 
September through May. Our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
aznpsphoenix) provides up to date information about our chapter events as 
well as other happenings in the Phoenix area. We also send out monthly 
newsletters to our chapter email list. To be added, please send a request to 
aznpsphoenix@gmail.com.

Chapter Offices 

President: Kara Barron; Vice President: Natalie Melkonoff; Secretary: Lisa 
Rivera; Treasurer: Steve Blackwell; contact us at aznpsphoenix@gmail.com 

Events 

Sunday, March 10 at 2:00 PM: Members-Only Field Trip: Behind-the-
Scenes Tour of the Desert Botanical Garden

Steve Blackwell, our chapter Treasurer and Conservation Collections Manager at the Desert Botanical 
Garden, will lead a free tour of the Research, Conservation, and Collections department and show off the 
work that goes on behind-the-scenes. The tour will highlight the herbarium, molecular/genetics lab, 
horticulture center and greenhouses, and more. Tour size is limited to 20 AZNPS members, so 
please RSVP by sending an email to aznpsphoenix@gmail.com. 

Sunday, April 28: BioBlitz at Papago Park Preserve in Tempe 

We are in the initial stages of planning a morning BioBlitz using iNaturalist to document as many plants 
and animals in Tempe’s Papago Park Preserve that we can find. More details coming soon! 

May (date TBD): Members-Only End-of-Season Celebration  

We are seeking ideas for an event to cap off our fantastic 2018-2019 season! Hike, field trip, backyard BBQ
—we’re open to any and all suggestions. Please email your ideas to aznpsphoenix@gmail.com.

https://www.facebook.com/aznpsphoenix
https://www.facebook.com/aznpsphoenix
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/aznpsphoenix
https://www.facebook.com/aznpsphoenix
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
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Committee Opportunities 

To involve more members in the leadership and activities of our chapter, we are seeking volunteers for 
a variety of committees. Please email us at aznpsphoenix@gmail.com if you are interested in helping 
with any of the following:

•BioBlitz planning

•End-of-season celebration planning

•Creation of Phoenix chapter bylaws

•Native plant outreach to nurseries and landscapers

Volunteer News 

In December, AZNPS volunteers collected seeds from Desert lavender (Hyptis emoryi), Sweetbush (Bebbia 
juncea), and Sixweeks threeawn (Aristida adscencionis) at the Phoenix Mountain Preserve. In January, 
volunteers from the AZNPS, Arizona Columbine Garden Club, Desert Botanical Garden, and the Tovrea 
Carraro Society took the first steps in creating a native plant nursery at Tovrea Castle. They cleared an area 
where parent plants will be grown from the wild native plant seeds collected by the AZNPS. Seeds from 
these parent plants will be used for future restoration projects in the Phoenix area. Many thanks to 
everyone who helped out!

mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
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Prescott Chapter
The Prescott Chapter has suspended all evening programs until further notice.  
We will continue to offer field trips, special events, and volunteer opportunities. 
To stay up to date on all of our chapter events, you can be added to our email list 
and/or follow our Facebook page. Send an email to prescottaznps@gmail.com to 
join our mailing list or for any other contact. Follow us at: www.facebook.com/
AZNPSPrescott to keep up to date on chapter events.

Chapter Offices 

Secretary: Patricia Hills, p.hils@q.com; Treasurer: Sue Arnold, 
mazearnold@gmail.com.

The Santa Cruz chapter meets the first Thursday of each month at 6 PM. 
Monthly meetings alternate between Sonoita (at Tia 'Nita's Cantina) and 
Patagonia (at the Borderlands Restoration conference room). The next meeting 
on Thursday, March 7 will be at Tia 'Nita's in Sonoita and will include a 
presentation from Zach Farley of Home Grown Instruments. Zach will be 
showing us how he makes musical instruments from native plants and will play 
them for us. The April 4 meeting will be in Patagonia, and the May 2 meeting 
will be in Sonoita

Santa Cruz Chapter 

Chapter Offices 

President: Francesca Claverie (afclaver@gmail.com); Secretary: Ariana Raley (ariraley@protonmail.com); 
Treasurer: Perin McNelis

Events 

Saturday, March 23: Steve Miller. Geology & Blooms Field Trip 

Time and location to be announced.                                    

Saturday, April 20: Earth Day Booth in Downtown Prescott                                                

Saturday, May 4, 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM: Grow Native Plant Sale. Highlands 
Center for Natural History  

This event encourages the community to landscape with native and regionally native, low-water use 
plants. Free and open to the public.

mailto:jdougripley@gmail.com
mailto:ariraley@protonmail.com
mailto:jdougripley@gmail.com
mailto:ariraley@protonmail.com
mailto:prescottaznps@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/AZNPSPrescott
https://www.facebook.com/AZNPSPrescott
mailto:p.hils@q.com
mailto:mazearnold@gmail.com
mailto:prescottaznps@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/AZNPSPrescott
https://www.facebook.com/AZNPSPrescott
mailto:p.hils@q.com
mailto:mazearnold@gmail.com
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Monthly meetings are held September through May on the second 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM, at the Ward 6 office, 3202 E. 1st St., 
located near the intersection of Speedway and Country Club. We have raffles 
for native plants, so come prepared!

Chapter Offices 

Presidential nominee: Jessie Byrd (jessie_byrd@hotmail.com); Vice-President: 
Andrew Cordery (ecotrot@gmail.com); Treasurer: Jackie Taylor; Secretary: 
Arlette Cordery (agsch8@gmail.com). 

Tucson Chapter

Instead of conducting regular monthly meetings, the chapter is exploring a variety of 
activities. This approach will necessitate more flexible communications, so those 
interested in joining any of our events should request to be on our contact list by 
emailing yumanpsaz@yahoo.com. We have created a Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/YumaAZNPS/) where useful information about our chapter can 
be found.

Chapter Offices 

President: Valerie Morrill (bebbia@hotmail.com); Vice President: Karen Reichhardt 
(ayekarina52@gmail.com); Secretary: Erv Barnes (aznpsyuma@yahoo.com); Treasurer: Tom Fox. 

Yuma Chapter 

Judith Hillarie

mailto:ecotrot@gmail.com
mailto:agsch8@gmail.com
mailto:yumanpsaz@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/YumaAZNPS/
https://www.facebook.com/YumaAZNPS/
mailto:bebbia@hotmail.com
mailto:ayekarina52@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsyuma@yahoo.com
mailto:ecotrot@gmail.com
mailto:agsch8@gmail.com
mailto:yumanpsaz@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/YumaAZNPS/
https://www.facebook.com/YumaAZNPS/
mailto:bebbia@hotmail.com
mailto:ayekarina52@gmail.com
mailto:aznpsyuma@yahoo.com
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Welcome New Members! 

Cochise: Nancy Baumeister, Jim Greene, Kathryn Watts, Gregory Miller

Flagstaff: Jessica Hartsell, David Smith

Phoenix: Ronald Souder, Laura Steger, Jeanne Taylor, Matthew Hunter

Santa Cruz: Patricia Cooper, Richard Kulibert

Tucson: Richard Bailowitz, Laurie Foster, Allesandra Gorlier, Kari Hackney, Dan Johnson, 
James Maluse, William Marum, Pinau Merlin, Jennifer Patton, Barbara Retzlaff, Iris 
Rodden, Shawn Rose, Lynn Hassler, Vauna Pipall, Gene Thomas

Yuma: Jerilyn Swift, Lois Weinstein, Patti Wojtowicz

A Message from Pat Sanchez 

Thank you to all the members who have recently sent notification of email and postal address changes.  

Keeping your postal mailing address up to date is especially important if you have requested to receive 
hard copies of either Plant Press or the Happenings newsletter via USPS.

Many email communications are sent from arizonanativeplantsociety@gmail.com. Please be sure to add 
this address to the contact list in your email account. High-volume emails that are sent to all members 
can end up in SPAM files if the sender is not recognized by your email server.  We don’t want you to 
miss out on any of the news.

mailto:arizonanativeplantsociety@gmail.com
mailto:arizonanativeplantsociety@gmail.com
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT AZNPS, CONTACT THE CHAPTER OFFICERS 
Or visit the AZNPS website: www.aznativeplantsociety.org

AZNPS Headquarters 

Administrative Asst: Pat Sanchez  arizonanativeplantsociety@gmail.com

Cochise Chapter

President: Douglas Ripley jdougripley@gmail.com 520-909-3132
Vice President: Elliott Hendricks emhndrks@yahoo.com
Secretary: Deanna Sanner longeyesone@gmail.com
Treasurer: Pat Sullivan     

    
Flagstaff Chapter 

Contact Person: Melissa Amberson azmelissa@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Tina Ayers
Presentations/Field Trips: Barbara Phillips bagphillips@yahoo.com 928-853-3355

Phoenix Chapter
President: Kara Barron  karabarron26@gmail.com 480-481-8131
Vice President: Natalie Melkonoff aznpsphoenix@gmail.com
Treasurer: Steve Blackwell
Secretary: Lisa Rivera

Prescott Chapter 
Secretary: Patricia Hills p.hils@q.com
Treasurer: Sue Arnold mazearnold@gmail.com

Santa Cruz Chapter 
  
 President: Francesca Claverie afclaver@gmail.com

Secretary: Ariana Raley ariraley@protonmail.com
Treasurer: Perin McNelis

Tucson Chapter 
President: Jessie Byrd jessie_byrd@hotmail.com 858-822-8548
Vice-President: Andrew Cordery ecotrot@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jackie Taylor
Secretary: Arlette Cordery agsch8@gmail.com 

Yuma Chapter
President: Valerie Morrill bebbia@hotmail.com
Vice President: Karen Reichhardt ayekarina52@gmail.com
Secretary: Erv Barnes aznpsyuma@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Tom Fox

AZNPS HAPPENINGS is a forum to promote chapter news and activities throughout the state. Please contact your 
chapter president or program coordinator to contribute information, or e-mail the Happenings editor, Shelley Silva, at 
shelley.a.silva@gmail.com. Photos are always welcome!

Please send information for the newsletter by: 
February 1st for March - May events
May 1st for June - August events
August 1st for September - November events
November 1st for December - February events

http://aznativeplantsociety.org
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mailto:aznpsyuma@yahoo.com
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http://aznativeplantsociety.org
mailto:arizonanativeplantsociety@gmail.com
mailto:jdougripley@gmail.com
mailto:emhndrks@yahoo.com
mailto:longeyesone@gmail.com
mailto:Lammke@msn.com
mailto:bagphillips@yahoo.com
mailto:kbarron@dbg.org
mailto:p.hils@q.com
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mailto:ariraley@protonmail.com
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Arizona Native Plant Society 
AZNPS is a 501 (C) (3) organization 

Your membership is tax-deductible, minus $12 for Plant Press 

Name:


Address:


City/State/Zip:


Phone/Email:


Membership Level:	 	 ○ New	 	 	 ○ Renewal

	 	 	 	 ○ $15 Student	 	 ○ $30 Individual

	 	 	 	 ○ $35 Family	 	 ○ $50 Organization

	 	 	 	 ○ $75 Commercial	 ○ $100 Plant Lover

	 	 	 	 ○ $500 Patron	 	 ○ $1,000 Lifetime


Preferred Chapter: 	 	 ○ Cochise	 ○ Flagstaff 	 ○ Phoenix	 ○ Prescott	 

	 	 	 	 ○ Santa Cruz	 ○ Tucson	 ○ Yuma	 	 ○ Non AZ


Members with email access will receive email notice when new “Happenings” newsletter and Plant Press issues are posted online. Please 
indicate if you prefer to receive either publication via postal mail. 

Mail to: Join or Renew Online at: 
Arizona Native Plant Society	 	 www.aznativeplantsociety.org

PO Box 41206

Tucson, AZ. 85717 


