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The Quarterly Newsletter of the Arizona Native Plant Society
Our mission is to promote knowledge, appreciation, conservation
and restoration of Arizona's native plants and their habitats

Join Any Chapter E-List

The best way to keep up with the latest AZINPS events is to join the chapter e-list, which notifies members

about meetings, events, conferences, field trips, workshops, and volunteer opportunities in the area. Don’t

forget to keep us updated on e-mail address changes. To be added to any chapter e-list, send your name and e-

mail address to:

Cochise Amy Metz
Flagstaft Susan Holiday
Peach Springs Carrie Cannon
Phoenix Peter Pawliuk
Prescott Sue Smith
Santa Cruz Robin Kulibert
Tonto Basin Becky Settje
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Botany 2026 Conference - Save the Dates!

The 2026 Annual AZNPS Botany Conference will be held on June 13 - 14 at the historic Lowell Observatory in
Flagstaft. The conference, which will offer presentations and posters on a wide range of Arizona native plant
topics, will run from noon to 8:00 PM on Saturday, June 13. Light refreshments will be served at the start of
the conference and a buffet will be offered at about 6:00 PM followed by a dinner speaker. Our conference
this year will be held jointly with the annual meeting of the American Penstemon Society (APS). The APS and
AZNPS will jointly offer local guided field trips on Saturday morning, June 13 before the start of the
conference and on Sunday, June 14 after the conference ends.

Formal conference announcements will be forthcoming soon with additional details. Please contact Doug
Ripley if you have questions or would like to volunteer to help run the conference. Phone: 520-909-3132,
email: j{dougripley@gmail.com.

Left to right: San Francisco Peaks, Lowell Observatory

University of Arizona Campus Arboretum
Florilegium Mini- Exhibit

For those on campus near the CALES Dean's office, take a peek at the Matthew B. Johnson Florilegium mini-
exhibit on display there (Forbes 3rd Floor).

The mini-exhibit includes 12 illustrations and will be on display in the private offices of the CALES Dean's
office from January through December 2026. These illustrations are in full color and show important features
of each plant under magnification and including all stages of the plant's development. Each work of art took
hundreds of hours to complete. While the mini-exhibit is not available for public view, the virtual gallery of
the art are available on our website: https://arboretum.arizona.edu/florilegiium-virtual-gallery:.

Meet the artists: https://arboretum.arizona.edu/mission-driven-projects/research/ research-projects/
scientific-illustrations.

Read the full news story here: https://arboretum.arizona.edu/news/florilegium-mini-exhibit.
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Chapter News

Cochise Chapter

The chapter returns! We are pleased to announce that the Cochise Chapter,
which has been in an inactive status for the past two years, is being brought
back to life! A very successful meeting was held on October 11, 2025, at the San
Pedro House in Sierra Vista, during which plans for the rejuvenation of the
chapter were presented to current members along with prospective new

members. Attendees were asked to explain what types of activities they would
like to see the chapter pursue. The attendees concurred with a suggestion that
monthly meetings should resume and feature a guest speaker. Other activities
such as field trips were also discussed and they will be organized as the new
chapter progresses. For more information, contact Amy Metz
(amy13jsa@gmail.com).

Celebrate the San Pedro at the San Pedro House
by the Friends of the San Pedro River
April 12, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

The Cochise Chapter encourages its members to join the “Celebrate the San Pedro” event at the San Pedro
House, a vibrant spring festival hosted by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Tucson Field Office.
The event includes talks, displays, guided tours, and kids' activities, making it a perfect day for families and
friends to enjoy and learn about the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area. The event is free and
open to all. Participants can also join an early morning birding event led by Friends of the San Pedro River
at 7:00 AM before the main event begins. The San Pedro House is located eight miles east of Sierra Vista
on Highway 9o, within the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area. The Cochise Chapter will
host an information table at the event.
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Flagstaff Chapter

The Flagstaft Chapter will offer in-person meetings this year with the option to
watch from home via Zoom. The meetings will still take place on the third
Tuesday of the month, March through October, at 7:00 PM. The meetings are
now being held at the Northern Arizona University Biology Sciences Building,

Room 328. Street parking is available nearby.

Some of the meetings have been recorded and can be viewed the Flagstaff
Chapter's Facebook or at The Arizona Native Plant Society. For details about
upcoming meetings, please see our email distribution list (naris123@cs.com),
Facebook page, or AZNPS.com.

Register in advance once in order to attend any of the meetings virtually:
https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/gWhR{79ZSEuoMHS8rpAfgrg

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting. Use the link Zoom sends or the passcode Flagstaff! to

join the meeting.

Chapter Offices

President: Kirstin Phillips (flagstafAZNPS@gmail.com); Chapter Contact: Melissa Amberson
(azmelissa@yahoo.com); Email Distribution: Sue Holiday (narisi23@cs.com); Hike Information: Barbara
Phillips (bagphillips@yahoo.com).

Meetings

Julie Crawford will discuss the career path that lead her to write and illustrate her
recent book, Flagstaff Plants in Black and White: 160 of the Most Common Plants of Our
Area. Copies of her book and greeting cards are available for purchase at The
Arboretum at Flagstaff, Babbitt Outdoor Outfitters, Babies to Kids, Bookman’s,
Brightside Bookshop, Lily of the Field Nursery, and Winter Sun Trading
Company.

Julie Crawford is a plant ecologist with a broad range of botanical, conservation,
and outreach experience. Her professional career includes over 35 years in the
fields of botany, plant ecology, horticulture, and conservation with federal, state, and non-profit
organizations throughout the western United States. Much of her research over the years has been on
direct and indirect impacts of human activity on plant species, communities, and ecosystems of the
western United States, including post-fire recovery, exotic plant invasion, livestock grazing, urban
development, recreational activity, and climate change. She holds three university degrees in this field.
Hybrid Meeting: In-person and via Zoom
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Tuesday, April 21, 7:00 PM. Claire Reynolds and Olivia Steinmetz: Pollination of
Globemallow (Sphaeralcea), Thistle (Cirsium) and Pediocactus

NAU student Claire Reynolds and recent NAU graduate Olivia Steinmetz will
each give a short presentation on plants and their pollinators. Steinmetz will
discuss the pollination and reproductive biology of two endemic cacti of
northern Arizona (Pediocactus peeblesianus var. fickeiseniae and Pediocactus paradiner)
and Reynolds will discuss the pollination of Globemallow (Sphaeralcea) and
Thistle (Cirsium) and the changes due to climate change.

Hybrid meeting: In-person and via Zoom

Tuesday, May 19, 7:00 PM. Emily Palmquist and James Holderer: Let’s Talk
About Phragmites australis: Changing Distributions of Native, Nonnative, and
Gulf Coast Common Reed in Arizona

Emily Palmquist and James Holderer will each discuss their
research into common reed (Phragmites australis) and whether
the subspecies that are encroaching into the Colorado River in
the Grand Canyon and the Verde River are the native,
nonnative, or Gulf Coast subspecies.

Dr. Emily Palmquist is a research ecologist for the USGS Grand
Canyon Monitoring and Research Center. She studies the

effects of river regulation on riparian vegetation communities,
riparian plant population genetics in a restoration context, and
physiological responses of riparian plants to flooding and climate.

James Holderer is a research affiliate at the Natural History Institute and a local field botanist. He focuses on
special status plant and noxious weed surveys, botanical inventories, and riparian ecology monitoring projects
throughout the southwest.

Hybrid meeting: In-person and via Zoom

Field Trips

Please watch for specific details. Carpooling is usually available.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Peebles Navajo Cactus (Pediocactus peeblesianus subsp. peeblesianus) plot
monitoring

Tentative Date: Saturday, April 25, and again in the beginning of May

The Museum of Northern Arizona is looking for volunteers to help monitor
three Peebles Navajo cactus plots. Contact Kirstin at
fagstaffAZNPS@gmail.com if you are interested in joining.

Tentative Date: Saturday, May 9

This is an easy 2.5 mile hike near Mormon Lake. We’ll be looking for early spring bloomers like dwarf monkey-
fiddle (Hesperochiron pumilis), western springbeauty (Claytonia lanceolata), short-sepal bitterroot (Lewisia
brachycalyx), slender woodland star (Lithophragma tenellum), and Macdougal’s bluebells (Mertensia macdougalii).
Contact Kirstin at flagstafAZNPS@gmail.com if you are interested in joining.

Photos: Hesperochiron pumilis and Mertensia macdougalii courtesy of Max Licher. Other photos by Kirstin Phillips

Invasive Plant Pulls

Please save these dates for Invasive Plant Pulls in Flagstaff. Watch for more details or contact
PlantRestorationProject@gmail.com

Saturday, April 18, 8:00 - 10:00 AM, in collaboration with the City's Earth Day events
Saturday, May 2, 9:00 AM - noon
Saturday, May 30, 9:00 AM - noon

Meet at the east entrance to Bushmaster Park.
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Hakdagwi:va Peach Springs Chapter

For information on chapter activities, contact Carrie Cannon

(Carrie.Cannon@hualapai-nsn.gov).

Chapter Offices

President: Carrie Cannon; Secretary: Shaileen Gonzalez; Treasurer: Alicia
Cesspooch

The Phoenix Chapter is undergoing a revitalization effort after a period of
inactivity. As this process moves forward, chapter members will be informed of its
progress as well as new projects and activities to be offered. Please email the
chapter for more information or to volunteer to assist with the revitalization
project.

Follow us at facebook.com/aznpsphoenix and Instagram at @aznpsphoenix.

Contact: phoenixaznps@gmail.com

Activities

This self-guided tour will feature a curated selection of home gardens across the Phoenix metropolitan
area that highlights the beauty, livability, and ecological value of low-desert Sonoran native plants. Visitors
will explore gardens at their own pace, chat informally with hosts, and see many different approaches to
gardening with natives—from small and container gardens to established landscapes, pollinator habitats,
and gardens shaped by real-world constraints. More information will be shared soon, including how to
register.

Saturday, April 11, 12:00 - 3:00 PM: Plant Swap

Chat with fellow plant enthusiasts about your plant passion. Trade, collect seeds, and have fun. Clark Park
Community Center, EIm Room, 19th St and Roosevelt St, Tempe.
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Prescott Chapter

The chapter continues to manage species growing in Walnut Meadow at the
Highlands Center for Natural History, to provide workshops on plant families, to
make seed balls to help with Prescott National Forest restoration, and to schedule
evening programs.

Chapter Offices

President: Sue Smith; Steering Committee: Jeannie Tutone and Sara Vincent. We can be reached at
PrescottNativePlantSociety@gmail.com.

Santa Cruz Chapter

o . . . -
~ For information on chapter events, you can be added to our email list and/or follow

our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/aznpssantacruz). Send an email

(santacruz.aznps@gmail.com) to join our mailing list or for any other questions.

President: Robin Kulibert; Vice President: Rick Kulibert

Tonto Basin Chapter

The Tonto Basin Chapter invites anyone interested in learning about native plants
in Gila County to join us for chapter meetings, botany walks, and conservation
activities.

Our chapter meets on the first Friday of each month, October through May, and
includes guest speakers, botany walks, and field trips. Please join our email list

(tontobasinnativeplants@gmail.com) to receive up-to-date information and meeting

reminders. You can also visit our Facebook and Instagram accounts for additional
information.
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Chapter Offices

President: Becky Settje; Vice President: Teri Balaska; Lead Botanist: Eric Sjoden. We can be reached at
tontobasinnativeplants@gmail.com.

Activities

Friday, March 6, 10:00 - 11:30 AM: Plants of the Upland Sonoran Desert Botany
Walk

Tonto National Monument, 26260 N. AZ Highway 188, Roosevelt, AZ

Saturday, March 7, 10:00 - 11:30 AM: Jack Dash, The Southwest Native Plant
Primer

The Southwest Native Plant Primer book launch with author Jack Dash. Payson Public Library, 328 N. McLane
Road, Payson, AZ 85541

Friday, April 3, 10:00 - 11:30 AM. Kenda Svoboda, North Zone Botanist, Tonto
National Forest: Botany Walk

Washington Park (north of Payson).

Friday, May 1, 10:00 - noon. Liz Makings, Collections Manager, ASU
Herbarium: Tour of the Herbarium

ASU Herbarium, 734 W Alameda, Tempe.

Trip Report

On November, 21, 2025, chapter members assisted with the Dude Creek Restoration project north of Payson
in partnership with Trout Unlimited, AZ Game & Fish, and the US Forest Service. Members carried fencing
materials to the site and mapped out planting locations for several native species. The goal of this project is
to improve the habitat for the Gila trout and the Chiricahua leopard frog.
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Tucson Chapter

Monthly chapter meetings featuring local speakers are held the second Thursday of
the month at the ENR2 (Environmental and Natural Resources 2) building, room
225, on the University of Arizona campus. Meetings are in a hybrid format so that
interested folks can attend in person on via Zoom.

If you are not on our mailing list and wish to attend one of our meetings on Zoom,

email us (nativeplantstucson@gmail.com) to request the Zoom link. Videos of past

meetings can be viewed on our YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCVBSV100i6enVYcI2CShTfw). To receive notices of field trips, chapter
meetings, and other events, send a message to the chapter email.

Watch our chapter page (https://aznps.com/chapters/tucson/) on the website for

more information.

Chapter Offices

President: Lyn Loveless; Treasurer: Andrew Gourevitch; Secretary: Georgette Mehalik. We can be reached at
nativeplantstucson@gmail.com.

Recent rains have made a good wildflower show seem like a possibility. The wonder of the event is that we
never know when it will occur until the flowers present themselves, so we will be out there watching. We
anticipate flower walks in Catalina State Park, Tucson’s east side near the Rincon Mountains, the Waterman
Restoration site in the Silverbell Mountains, and other locations.

Meetings

This program will provide an overview of a Sonoran Desert keystone species, the
saguaro. All aspects of its life cycle will be explored, including animal relationships

and environmental pressures.
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Thursday, April 9, 7:00 PM. Carrianne Funicelli, owner of Strategic Habitat
Enhancements: Landscaping for the Future

Thursday, May 14, 7:00 PM. Linda Kennedy and Dan Robinett: 4 Beginner’s
Guide to Grasses

This program will cover techniques for identifying grasses without a microscope.

Upper Gila Chapter

To keep up-to-date on chapter activities, please contact us at our chapter email
(uppergilaaznps@gmail.com).

Chapter Offices

President: Vacant; Vice President: Diane Drobka; Secretaries: Julie Plath and Clara

Gauna; Treasurer: Julie Davis.

White Mountain Chapter

Our chapter covers all of Navajo and Apache counties, but welcomes native plant
enthusiasts from Greenlee and northern Gila Counties also. For more information,

contact the chapter (aznpswhitemountain@gmail.com). Be sure to follow us on

Facebook for updates and weekly native plants reports (https://www.facebook.com/

AZN PSWhitemountain) .

Chapter Offices

President: Jess Rollar; Education Coordinator: Anita Thompson; Treasurer: Bob
Rollar; Master Gardener: Michelle Straight.

Save the Dates! The chapter is back after a winter hiatus and gearing up for a great 2026. We will have two
in-person events once the weather starts to warm up here in the mountains and the plants begin stirring.

June 5, 9:00 AM: Native Plant Walk at Show Low Creek. We will explore and help you to identify some of
the many native species that grow on this small, popular trail in town.

June 12, 9:00 AM: Join us at Woodland Lake Park for another sketch and photo walk hosted by Jess Rollar,
Karen Suedmeier, and Bob Rollar. Participants will have the option of joining either the sketching or

photography groups.

WWW.AZNATIVEPLANTSOCIETY.ORG Page 11



mailto:uppergilaaznps@gmail.com
mailto:uppergilaaznps@gmail.com
mailto:%09aznpswhitemountain@gmail.com
mailto:aznpswhitemountain@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/AZNPSwhitemountain
https://www.facebook.com/AZNPSwhitemountain
https://www.facebook.com/AZNPSwhitemountain

Arizona Native Plant Society March - May 2026

Yuma Chapter

Yuma will forgo regular monthly, in-person meetings for the foreseeable future.
Instead, we will focus on outdoor activities, such as field trips and work projects,

with a virtual format for meetings and similar indoor activities.

Announcements of these events and other news updates will be posted via email. If
you would like to receive updates, please contact us at our chapter email
(yumaaznps@gmail.com) and ask to be put on our list.

President: Valerie Morrill; Vice President: Karen Reichhardt; Secretary: Deirdre MacDonald; Treasurer: Tom

Fox

Welcome New Chapter Members!

Cochise: Durward Hulce

Flagstaff: Becky Hardy, Amelia Knutson, Margaret Moore, Adair Patterson, Diane Smith, James Smith,
Catherine Young

Peach Springs: Joe Cullis

Phoenix: Nancy Blakely, Ana Holmback, Melanie Winters-Blodgett, Michelle Davalos, Timothy England,
Olive Holland, Christina Clark, Michelle Davalos, Steven Masucci, Hank Radda, Fredy Guzman, Mark
Cirillo, Wright Mier, Billy Griswold, Jacqueline Martinez, Julie Kimani, Thiery Haynesworth, Sarah Peterson

Tonto Basin: James Headley, Deana McMillion, Desiree Meyers, Liz Dawson,

Tucson: Richard Draves, Travis Dyet, Jen Burns, Barb Carolus, Lia Clark, Stephan Donovan, Jennifer
Hanson, Susan Hennessy, Lyn Jackson, Sue Kent, Robert Kwiatkowski, Parker Lake, Cheryl McKenzie, Nancy
O'Byrne, Steven Serling, Jessica Sizemore, Laura Spehar, Jeff Wallner, Amanda Lam, Kenneth Levy, Lorraine
Hanlon, David Stancil, Brad Wokeman, Suzanne Engle, Julia Connors, Erik Englebretson, Kathryn Farniok

‘White Mountain: Wally Wilkins

Upper Gila: Donna Emmett
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For More Information, Contact the Chapter Officers
Or visit the AZNPS website (www.aznativeplantsociety.org).

AZNPS Headquarters
Administrator: Pat Sanchez
Cochise Chapter
Acting President: Amy Metz

Vice President: Vacant
Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer: Vacant
Flagstaff Chapter
President: Kirstin Phillips
Contact: Susan Holiday
Treasurer: Patti Van Tuyl
Presentations/Field Trips: Barbara Phillips
Peach Springs Chapter
President: Carrie Cannon
Secretary: Shaileen Gonzalez
Treasurer: Alicia Cesspooch
Phoenix Chapter
President: Vacant
Treasurer: Vacant
Prescott Chapter
President: Sue Smith
Santa Cruz Chapter
President: Robin Kulibert
Vice President: Rick Kulibert
Tonto Basin Chapter
President: Becky Settje
Vice President: Teri Balaska
Lead Botanist: Eric Sjoden
Tucson Chapter
President: Lyn Loveless
Treasurer: Andrew Gourevitch
Upper Gila Chapter

Vice President: Diane Drobka
Secretaries: Julie Plath and Clara Gauna
Treasurer: Julie Davis
‘White Mountain Chapter
President: Jess Rollar
Education Coordinator: Anita Thompson
Treasurer: Bob Rollar
Master Gardener: Michelle Straight
Yuma Chapter
President: Valerie Morrill
Vice President: Karen Reichhardt
Secretary: Deidre MacDonald
Treasurer: Tom Fox

arizonanativeplantsociety@gmail.com

amy13jsa@gmail.com

flagstaffaznps@gmail.com
narisr23@cs.com

Carrie.Cannon@hualapai-nsn.gov

phoenixaznps@gmail.com

PrescottNativePlantSociety@gmail.com

santacruz. AZNPS@gmail.com

tontobasinnativeplants@gmail.com

nativeplantstucson@gmail.com

uppergilaaznps@gmail.com

aznpswhitemountain@gmail.com

yumaaznps@gmail.com

AZNPS Happenings is a forum to promote chapter news and activities throughout the state. Please contact

your chapter president or program coordinator to contribute information, or email the Happenings editor, Shelley

Silva (shelley.a.silva@gmail.com).
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ARIZONA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
P.O. Box 41206
Tucson, AZ 85717

Address Service Requested

Arizona Native Plant Society
AZNPS is a 501 (C) (3) organization
Your membership is tax-deductible, minus $12 for Plant Press Arizona

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone/Email:

Membership Level: o New o Renewal
o $15 Student o $30 Individual, $50 Individual for 2 years
o $35 Family, $60 family for 2 years o $50 Organization
o $75 Commercial o $100 Plant Lover
o $500 Patron o $1,000 Lifetime

Preferred Chapter: o Cochise o Flagstaff oPeach Springs o Phoenix °Prescott o Santa Cruz
o Tonto Basin o Tucson o Upper Gila o White Mountain o Yuma

Members with email access will receive email notice when new Happenings newsletter and Plant Press Arizona issues are posted online. Please
indicate if you prefer to receive Plant Press Arizona via postal mail.

Mail to: Join or Renew Online at:
Arizona Native Plant Society www.aznativeplantsociety.org
PO Box 41206

Tucson, AZ. 85717
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